RESOLUTION NO. 2020-07

A RESOLUTION DECLARING A CORONAVIRUS(COVID-19) EMERGENCY/DISASTER
DECLARATION FOR THE TOWN OF EDGEWOOD, NEW MEXICO

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO) has officially declared there to be a
global pandemic of Coronavirus (COVID-19); and

_ WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of New Mexico has declared a State of Health
Emergency in order to contain and combat the virus; and

WHEREAS, the New Mexico Health Secretary has issued a Public Health Order
suspending mass gatherings in New Mexico effective immediately in order to prevent the spread
of the virus; and

WHEREAS, the CDC has advised that local governments should take immediate action
to limit the spread of the virus through social distancing, cancellation of public meetings, limiting
public gatherings and events, and implementing additional public health and education
measures to prevent, contain and mitigate the virus; and

WHEREAS, The outbreak of COVID-19 and the effect of its extreme contagion
significantly impacts the life and health of our people as well as the economy of the Town of
Edgewood and is a public disaster that negatively affects life, health, property, and the public
peace; and ’

WHEREAS, The Town of Edgewood has had to close facilities; and

WHEREAS, Cancellation of traditional format meetings potentially delays the progress of
internal work operations; and -

WHEREAS, the Public Education Department has closed New Mexico Schools which
affects the ability for parents to continue their normal work while children are at home; and

WHEREAS, Town of Edgewood will experience routine workforce staying home due to
iliness themselves or to family members and the need to provide compensation for Paid
Emergency Administrative Leave; and

WHEREAS, The need to address the decrease in staff in order to comply with the "Stay-
At-Home" Order will cause an increased probability of undue human suffering and hardship and
threaten the safety, health, welfare, and well-being of citizens and the economic functions of the
Town and surrounding areas; and

WHEREAS, Without assistance, the Town will likely not have the resources to
completely and effectively address continued response to the needs associated with the
COVID-19 outbreak;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The Town of Edgewood Governing Body, by this
resolution declare as follows:

1. by virtue of the authority provided by New Mexico Civil Emergency Preparedness Act
(NMSA 1978, 12-10-01, et. seq.) hereby declares the Town of Edgewood to be an



emergency area for the purpose of exercising applicable emergency powers and
expenditure of available resources, and requesting aid, assistance, and relief programs
and funds available from the State of New Mexico and the Federal Government, is
hereby declared to be under a State of Emergency for the duration of the COVID-19
pandemic.

2. Town public events, trainings, and meetings and all such similar gatherings planned to
be held in or on Town Property are hereby cancelled until further notice with the status to
be re-evaluated periodically. Instead, the Town of Edgewood will pursue and implement
live streaming, telecommuting and alternative technologies that can help work continue
while we follow commonsense cautions to slow the spread of the virus.

3. The Governing Body may suspend parts of the Operating Resolution 2020-02 to
facilitate the use of virtual meetings for time-sensitive matters. These virtual meetings
will be held in accordance with the newest guidelines from the Office of the Attorney
General's Open Government Division to ensure compliance with the Open Meetings Act.

https://www.nmag.gov/oma.aspx

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 22"? day of April 2020.

(L G X

Aohn Bassett, Mayor

ATTEST: //
/

Jugf( Torres, Clerk-Treasurer




STATE OF NEW MEXICO
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

HECTOR H. BALDERAS
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Open Government Division Advisory
During COVID-19 State of Public Health Emergency

On March 11, 2020, Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham declared a state of emergency in
New Mexico, issued under Executive Order 2020-004. The Attorney General, through the
Open Government Division is statutorily tasked with enforcing the Open Meetings Act,
NMSA 1978, NMSA 1978, §§ 10-15-1 to -4 (1974, as amended) and the Inspection of
Public Records Act, NMSA 1978, §§ 14-2-1 to -14 (1947, as amended). As such, Attorney
General Balderas issues the following guidance to public entities across the State of New
Mexico regarding their ongoing obligations to comply with the Open Meetings Act (OMA)
and the Inspection of Public Records Act (IPRA) during the state of emergency in New
Mexico.

The Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government Division (OGD) advises all public
entities subject to the OMA to first and foremost follow the guidance of the Department of
Health and other health officials to ensure the health and safety of both members of the
entity and the public. Accordingly, the most prudent thing to do to ensure compliance with
OMA would be to postpone/cancel a public meeting. If, however, a board or commission
has a time-sensitive matter to attend to, it may proceed with a virtual meeting, provided its
notice of meeting contains detailed information (password, phone number, etc.) about how
members of the public may attend and listen via telephone, live streaming or other similar
technologies. More specifically, if a public body decides to proceed with a virtual meeting,
it should:

e At the start of the meeting, the chair should announce the names of
those members of the public body participating remotely.

e All members of the public body participating remotely must identify
themselves whenever they speak and must be clearly audible to the
other members of the public body and to the public.

e Members of the public should be afforded remote access, via live
stream or other similar technology, if possible, or call-in number for
listening by phone.

e Chair should suspend discussion if the audio or video is interrupted.

e All votes of the public body must be by roll call vote.
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